Zealand Moas 
W ere Big Chickens 


WELLINGTON, New Zea- 
land (Reuters)- — Scientists are 
at work here in Njew Zealand 
mvestigating tjie site of what 
is probably the’ World's biggest 
and Oldest chicken barbecue. 

The “chickWis” -Were giant 
Moas, a now-extihct, wingless 
bird similar to the Australian 
bird of Madagasoah, they were 
emu. Along with the elephant- 
bird of Madagascar, they were 
among the biggest birds the 
earth has known. 

The biggest Moas were 
about the size of half an ox, 
according to archaeologist B. 
G. McFadgen, leader of an ex- 
pedition to an ancient moa- 
hunters’ camp at Foxton 
Beach, about 80 miles north of 
WeUington. 

The hunters were New Zea- 
land’s earliest Polynesian in- 
habitants. They arrived here 
at about the same time— the 
11th century — that William 
the Conqueror invaded Brit- 

The Polynesians hunted 


Moas for food, and used their 
bones for tools and ornaments 
and their eggs for water bot- 
tles. 

“The amount of food in a 
bird dhis size defies descrip- 
tion, but it would keep a big 

family ,for at least a week,” 
McFadgen said. 

McFadgen believes the Fox- 
ton Beach site was occupied 
for about 300 years. 

As far as can be told from 
the high mounds of old shells 
and fish and moa bones which 
led to the discovery of the 
site, it dates back to between 
1100 and 1500 A.D. 


